Reading 2

Love Potion

When I was just a little girl,

I - that my grandmother was a witch.

|| EEn

I was reading stories about Snow White and Sleeping Beauty
and that’s - I learned about witches.

My grandma was good to talk l

In many -s

she was your - grandmother
—she studied tai chi,

and made - and quilts.

But if she wants to - me - believing

she is not a witch,

she should . . l her black cat.

Only she can touch Satan,

and that devil cat’s green eyes are really -

-’

over the years

I got into the - of going . to see Grandma after school

and telling her all my

I never . her -

that I knew her secret
and she didn’t say anything -

But when I was in my second year in high school,

I . - a problem.
It required a little magic to . -,
so I thought

I'd ask her - .
“Grandma, are you a witch?”
I said.

“Of course,”

she said.

1 [ o

“Do you know

how to - - and make potions?”

W

she said.

“What'’s . your mind?

Is it a love potion you need?
Tell me all about it, Amy.”
“Well,”

I said,

“you know
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it’s my Year 10 Formal in November,

and - has - me yet.

I'd really like to go with Stevo.

You know him.

He’s always lived next door to us.

But he goes out with all the popular girls at school

and - l me . just his sister.”

My grandma thought a minute

then went into her bedroom.

She came back

and put a little bottle of red liquid in my hand.
“This will [ him,”

she said.

“How can I [ him [ take it>

“Oh,

you're the one

who has to - it.
Three sips are . you'll -

When will you see him next?”

“He’s - to my house tomorrow after school.”
“When he comes,

ask him in

and take a sip of the magic potion.

Then - your shoes . and go outside,
and jump up and down the path

for a minute or so

on that pogo stick I gave you.”

“He’ll think I'm crazy.

I can’t do that.”

“Do you - him l take you to the Formal or not?

After that,

come inside

and take - sip.

Then

let that lovely hair of yours
out of that ponytail,

brush it for two minutes,
and put a flower in your hair.
After that

sit on the floor

and take the third sip.”
“will that [

He'll think I'm crazy.”
“Just think positive,”
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said my grandma.
“And . the way,
don’t wear that old pair of jeans and that baggy shirt.”

Next day
I was waiting for Stevo after school.
I had on my new skirt and my new blouse.

I opened the door,

still not -
if Td be able to [J| I with the plan.

“Where are you . to?”
he asked.

“Anyway

I can’t - long.”

“It’'s OK,”

I said

looking at my watch.
“T've got plenty of time.”
And before I knew it

. - the first sip.
It tasted a bit like the medicine I |

when I was a little kid.
“You sick or something?”

he said.
Ijust - - my new Mona Lisa smile

and - . my shoes.

“Just a sec,”

I said.

I - up the pogo stick from the corner,
went out the front door,

and jumped up and down the - for a while.

I - Stevo - out the window at me
with - [

I went back inside
and he said,
“You all right?”

“Course,”

I said

and took another sip.

Then

I started brushing my hair,

took one of Mom’s flowers from the vase,

and put it in my hair.
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“You seem - this afternoon,”

he said,
looking at me
. l - never - me before.
I put on my - look
and, - at my watch,
I knew that I - - hurry,
he’d be wanting to leave.
I took the last sip
and sat on the floor near my CD player.
Stevo got up
and I suddenly saw myself . I -1
all - . but with no shoes,
hair all over the place,
and a flower in it.
Oh dear,
it’s no good,
he’s going,
I thought.
I said,

“I - you have to go now.”
But [

he came over

and sat down right beside me.
“No,

I've got - of time

if you -,”

he said.
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