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One day I saw a beautiful gift box at my host family’s house. My host mother
told me that it was “oserbo”for her uncle. Oseibo is a gift given to someone to show
thanks at the end of the year. I think it is a good custom but I was surprised to find
the gift was a set of bath soaps. We also give or receive gifts at Christmas, but Dwe
usually don’t choose such daily necessities. If someone gives you those things, it

may mean that he or she thinks you don’t have money to buy them. I asked her,
“Why will you give him so much soap?” She said, “Japanese people often choose
daily necessities for oserbo. 1 think they are good because everyone uses those
things at home, and they are very useful when we prepare for the New Year.”

I learned that in Japan giving those daily necessities is a message of saying “thank
you”. Different cultures have different ways of showing their thanks. However,
one thing is the same in every culture. When we give someone a gift, @ [ always /

happy / them / we / to/be / want ] .

()  oseibo : Bk custom : H1E soap(s) : %éé Christmas : 7 J A< %

daily necessities : H prepare for~ : ~ DYl %E 5
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Look at this picture. It looks like a beautiful cake,
but you can't eat it because it is made of diapers. Judy,
my host mother, made it for @a baby shower. You
@( ) think we helped a baby with taking a shower.
No, we didn’t. A baby shower is a party for a woman who

is going to have a baby soon. It is called a baby shower
because people give her a lot of blessings like a shower.
Judy held a baby shower for her cousin, Cathy.

I helped Judy to prepare for the party. She invited 10
women, Cathy’s good friends. I drew a picture of a baby
| on the cards to invite them. Judy made sandwiches and
she asked me to cook okonomiyaki for them. Also, Judy
planned some games to make the baby shower fun.
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When Cathy came to the baby shower and found a diaper cake in the room, she
said, “What a beautiful cake!” We were very glad she liked it. The baby shower
started and we enjoyed playing games and eating sandwiches and my okonomiyaki.
At the end, everyone gave her their gifts and she opened them. She looked very
happy and the people were also happy to see ®that. The baby shower was a great
success!

I found one interesting thing. Everyone knew what she wanted and all the gifts
were things she needed. I asked Judy why. She told me that usually a woman who
is going to have a baby makes a list of things she wants. Her friends go to a shop
and buy something from the list. I thought that it is ®a nice and smart way of

giving gifts. Through the experience of the baby shower, I learned people think
about others very much, and try hard to make them happy. I'm sure her baby will
have a happy life and I will never forget such a nice experience.
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Kenta: I know Ms. Brown likes art and she is very interested in Japanese culture.
How @X(
pictures drawn on it.

Steve: I don’t think it’s a good idea. @[ & X H ARIZEATIHEIZRY T, ]
Maybe she already has a lot of Japanese things. If she has some Japanese

) giving her a Japanese fan? I think she will enjoy the beautiful

fans, she will not be so happy to get another @one. I think we should give
her something special. She can remember us when she sees it. What do
you think about taking a picture of us and writing messages on it?

Aki : We are often given such things, but we soon forget them because we don’t use
them. I think we should ask her what she needs for her new life in her
country.

Steve: Well, I think | .
opened my Christmas present, because I didn’t know what was in the box.

Kenta: Oh, do you remember we took a picture with Ms. Brown under a cherry tree
this spring? I have an idea. Let’s make a photo frame with a clock and put

I remember I was very excited before I

our picture in it. It will be a special clock just for her.
Aki : Oh, I like your idea, because | D) | and | ) |

(1) a photo frame with a clock : FFitf} & G E 7. C
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7 she will be happier if we ask her what she wants
4 what to give is not so important for us
7 1 will be happy when I get a gift I can use

T receiving a present should be a surprising event

[ @ |&] @ sk, 7SR 2 SADORBOZRICERT 2HANAY 7,
INECIHSNEEREZE L CLOHBE 252, DE@ZNZIIC 1 XOUEHE
TEEZRIW,




